GREAT Writing Workshop, Day 1
6 Principles of Graduate Writing:
[bookmark: _Hlk14267033]#1:  FOCUS ON THE READER’S NEEDS
The goal of the writer should be to help the reader understand the information quickly and easily at the technical level of knowledge of the reader, not the writer. What the writer writes is based on the needs of the reader. 
· What does the reader know?
· What does the reader NEED to know?
· What is the clearest and simplest way to get the information across to this particular audience?



[bookmark: _Hlk14267325]#2:  REDUCE WORDINESS AND BEAUTIFUL WORDS
Academic writers in North America usually state the point more directly with less wordiness and fancy words than in most other countries (unlike in poetry or literature). The beauty of writing is not more important than communicating directly.

Activity:  Reducing Wordiness 									
Rewrite the following to reduce the wordiness:
1. The reason why we had a disaster is because in the month of April the project team did not cooperate together to come to a consensus of opinion on the necessary requirements for the procedure.

2. You may be interested to learn that there are a number of references in the literature citing support for this research study.

[bookmark: _Hlk14267828]#3:  PUT MAJOR POINTS FIRST AND EMPHASIZE KEY POINTS
One of the most common features of North American writing is this direct, up front approach. In contrast to the typical American style of academic writing, writing styles of other countries, like many Asian countries, can be compared to painting a picture. The picture (main idea) slowly emerges as more and more details are added. Finally, by the end of the essay, the full picture is revealed and the reader understands the overall picture.

Activities:  Main message 										
A. Answer the following questions about this e-mail. Then rewrite the e-mail according to the above principle by putting the main message first and eliminating unnecessary background.
Dear Sir:
My name is Lisong Li. I am from China. I am a student at Tsinghua University and will graduate next year with a degree in Mechanical Engineering. I have been looking at your Ph.D. program in Mechanical Engineering at your university. I would like to receive more information about your program. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Lisong Li

1. What is the main message of this e-mail?



2. Where would an American audience expect to find this main message?




3. What details would an American audience want added in this e-mail?




4. What details are unnecessary in this e-mail?



B. Examine the following research paper introduction about communication styles.

This study examines cross-cultural communication strategies used by Chinese and American participants. As relations between the United States and China grow increasingly closer, more interactions between Americans and Chinese are seen in business as well as in informal situations. In addition, the past several years have seen the number of Chinese students studying in the United States increase dramatically requiring more verbal interaction between students of the two cultures. Examining the communication problems that may occur between these two groups include not only language differences but also the different framing strategies used for group discussions. For example, Chinese participants report that Americans promptly begin and end a group discussion while the Chinese participants may want to talk about procedural matters before discussion begins. Also, when giving reasons for a point, Americans often frame their reasons as “one, two, three” while Chinese participants often frame their reasons as “storytelling.” Understanding communication characteristics, expectations and motivations of participants from different cultures may help us understand the differences and predict potential points of conflict.


1. What is the purpose of the first sentence?



2. What is the purpose of the middle sentences?



3. How does this introduction end?

[bookmark: _Hlk14268414]#4 REDUCE HUMILITY, MODESTY, POLITENESS, AND ESTEEM
North American writing demonstrates a general lack of humility, especially compared to most Asian writers. Compared to many other cultures, American academic writing has an overall lack of polite phrases or words of flattery. Sentences of humility, modesty, politeness and esteem are seen as false praise and are not generally appreciated.
Activities: Reducing Modesty 										
A. Read the following letter received by an American businessman from a Taiwanese client. The American businessman had had no previous contact with this client. According to the principles described in the lecture, how do you think the American reader responded to this letter?

Dear Sir:

Your company is famous around the world. You are a very good person. You are very kind to people and a patient manager.

I am interested in learning English and about pronunciation. I teach at a senior high school. I plan to recommend your products to the people who are interested in them. Does your company have a discount for this product? I apologize to you for this request. I plan to buy the following products:   
Pronunciation for Success
Success with Presentations

Enclosed you will find a traveler’s check I have signed. It is kind of you to help me. Thank you in advance for your kind consideration.

Sincerely,
Xue Ying

1. Where did this writer put the main point?  


2. How would you rewrite this memo to reflect the “direct approach”?




3. How would you reduce the humility demonstrated in this letter?






4. What transitions or phrases would help improve the flow of this letter?








B. In contrast to the humility and modesty demonstrated in the above letter, a graduate student had to write to a professor to make a difficult request. He had already written to the professor but had received no reply. So he decided to write a follow-up letter. His first draft was full of flattery and self-humility, but he realized he needed to write a more direct letter without the modesty. 
Dear Professor Nelson:

I am writing to ask you again about possible masters thesis project ideas and to inquire about a TA position.
First, I am looking for a project for my masters thesis which would be available at the beginning of fall semester. In order to prepare to take courses and review some literature in advance, it would be helpful if I knew my research topic.
Second, I am anxious to receive a teaching assistant position to support my studies. I have extensive experience in mechanical engineering and have taken the TA training course. I would be willing to accept TA positions in other areas as well.

If you have any projects available at the beginning of fall semester, I would like to apply so I can engage myself in doing some real research work as soon as possible. Please let me know what the prospects are. I look forward to receiving your comments.

Thank you,
Nalin
1. Underline the main message of this letter.

2. Circle the transitions that improve the flow of the letter.

3. How would you change this letter if you were writing to a professor in your country?






[bookmark: _Hlk14272606]#5 WRITE SPECIFICALLY AND CONCRETELY

[bookmark: _Hlk14272596]Examples, analogies, and definitions are highly valued in North American scholarly writing. Clear examples and detailed explanations are used throughout a paper. When you are writing, think of ways you can illustrate with an example. State your point, use a transitional phrase like “for example,” then tell the audience how this example relates to your point. Even though the connections are clear to you, your readers want you to tell them that this is an example and exactly what part of the example relates to your point.

Activities: Writing Specifically and Concretely 							

A. Read the following paragraph.
1. Underline the main point of this paragraph.
2. Label the strategies used to explain, clarify or illustrate the problems.


Every year, many Korean high school students study abroad because they are dissatisfied with the Korean educational system. In a survey conducted by Korea Times called “What do you think about study abroad?” almost 75% of the respondents said they would study abroad if they were given the opportunity. (documentation) Problems with the Korean education system include severe pressure to get into a college, a focus on memorization instead of creativity, and the final examination system. However, the Korean government has not adequately addressed these issues so they continue to lose intelligent students who leave to study abroad.


B. What are the differences in the following example pairs? Underline the added detail or explanation in the second sentence of each pair.
PAIR 1:
Internationalization is becoming an important topic of discussion in many MBA programs. Courses related to internationalization have increased recently. 

Because of the increasing economic interaction between countries, internationalization is becoming an important topic of discussion in over 70% of MBA programs. Courses related to globalization have increased by 59% in the last 5 years.





PAIR 2:
The report on weapons of mass destruction describes their effects.

The statistics from the Powell Report describe the number of potential deaths and
life-threatening diseases weapons of mass destruction could inflict.





[bookmark: _Hlk14272864][bookmark: _GoBack]#6 SHOW CRITICAL THINKING
Original ideas and showing analysis of others’ ideas are highly appreciated. Americans believe that originality is extremely important--even to the point of critiquing the work of the “great masters.” Simply repeating the information does not show critical thinking. The focus of the paper must be on your original solution and recommendation or analysis of the situation.

Activity 7: Critical Thinking 									

Does the student in the following example show critical thinking? 

Underline the sentences that show critical analysis of the author’s work. (You may not understand the difficult vocabulary if it is outside your field, but you should be able to identify the phrases that show critique.)

Lee and Liu (20XX) prepared liquefied bark-based resol resin with the liquefied products formalin and sodium hydroxide aqueous. After reaction, the liquefied resins were used for the particle board product. However, the sodium ion remained in the resins, which will affect the static bending strength and internal bonding strength of particle board… The authors could have made their liquefied bark-based resol resin study more convincing if they had gathered more data to show that the sodium ion had no effect on the resin. One of the critical problems with introducing the channel model in Cassioli’s paper (20XX) is the inconsistency with Smith (20XX). As stated in Smith’s paper (20XX), the power ratio of the second arrival path over the first arrival path, r, of the channel follows the lognormal distribution with parameters –4 and 3. However, in Cassioli’s paper (20XX) the parameters of the power ratio r were changed to –0.4 and –0.3, but the reason for the change was not provided.




Brainstorming
In Composing Knowledge: Readings for College Writers, Rolf Noorgard discusses how writers in the university communicate.  He argues the university is a house of argument. It represents an ongoing conversation about questions that are genuinely at issue. Your entry into this conversation begins with your applications to graduate schools.  Graduate programs want to see the six principles in your statement of purpose and/or personal statement. 
Based on Noorgard’s ideas, you have recently joined a conversation of your own by taking part in the GREAT program and as you decide on a graduate program and university. With this in mind, answer the questions below to begin thinking about the statement of purpose you will write for this workshop.

1.  What topic or topics have you been learning about?

2. Why are these topics important or relevant to the public? To you?


3. What are the different views in this conversation (competing theories)?


4. Describe how your research thus far has helped you join the conversation? In other words, what are you contributing to the conversation?   


**We will begin the pre-writing activities below after going through the statement of purpose slides in class.

The Graduate School Statement of Purpose: Prewriting

A statement of purpose (also called a letter of intent or a research statement) introduces your interests and experience to the admissions committee. 

· For research-focused programs, like most PhDs and many master’s degrees, your statement of purpose will focus primarily on your past research experience and plans. 
· For more professionally-focused graduate programs, your statement of purpose will primarily discuss how your pursuit of this professional program relates to your past experiences, and how you will use the skills from the program in your future career.

A statement of purpose for grad school is also where you sell the admissions committee on why you belong in their program specifically. Why do you fit there, and how does what they offer fit your interests?

Goals & Interests

A strong statement of purpose will clearly and specifically lay out your goals in undertaking the program and what you hope to accomplish with the degree. You should be as specific as possible in discussing what interests you. Use examples of particular phenomena, tools, or situations that you find exciting. If you are vague or say that everything in the field interests you, you run the risk of seeming unfocused or not actually that passionate.


· (PhD candidates) What research project(s) do you want to undertake while you are there?  






· (MA/MS candidates) What interests you within the professional field and what skills/knowledge do you hope to gain through the program?






Evidence of Past Experience and Success

You’ll need to provide evidence of how your background qualifies you to pursue this program and your specific interests in the field. But be sure to draw on specific, vivid examples in order to give the admission committee concrete evidence that you are qualified to undertake graduate study.

· What major projects have you worked on?





· What papers you have written/published?





· What presentations have you given?





· What mentors have you worked with? 







Interest and Fit with the Program

You must show that you and the program are a match and that you chose the program thoughtfully and have genuine interest in it. Programs want to admit students who aren’t just passionate about the field. They want students who are genuinely enthused about their specific program and positioned to get the most out of what they have to offer.

Go to the UC Davis Graduate Programs page:  https://grad.ucdavis.edu/programs

Find a program you would be interested in and read about it--internships, professors,  .  Then, reread your goals, interests, and evidence listed above, and answer the following questions:
· What are the admission requirements?


· What, if any, are the requirements of the application and personal statement?  Include what specific instructions they give about the personal statement.


· What are the goals of the program (overview)?


· What are the benefits of taking this program at UC Davis?


· What personality traits do you have that the program can benefit from? What makes you stand out among other applicants? Be specific and concrete; don’t just say, “I am a hard worker.”




· In what ways are you a professional person?  What have you done in the past to show your level of professionalism?



· How does the program suit your work/interests? In other words, does your work fit with the program?







· Does the department have a strong tradition in a certain methodology or theory you’re interested in? 





· Is there a particular feature of the curriculum that you’d like to experience? In what ways are you a person that is able to be taught? What experience do you have that demonstrates you are open and willing to learn?





· What do you find most interesting about the faculty? Are there particular professors you’d like to work with? Why?


· What interests you most about research in the department? How much have you thought about publishing, teaching and making presentations in the future?


Activity: Draft Outline 										
Opening:
Personal history/anecdote:


Clear statement of why you would like join UC Davis:


Paragraph 2
Discuss relevant experiences that would demonstrate your interest and abilities in this program.


Paragraphs 3 and 4
Describe the research you are interested in doing:



Link your interests to the institution and to a specific faculty member’s work:



Paragraph 5
Describe the work you would like to do after you receive your degree and conclude:

	



Rubric – Statement of Purpose
Introduction begins with a story: Use the first paragraph to tell a narrative that illustrates your intellectual passion and personal commitment to the field.
Document begins with a statement demonstrating intellectual passion for the field—what thrills or excites the writer about the research they’ve done or would like to do
Document provides a BRIEF anecdote that illustrates what sparked and sustains the writer’s passion.
Introduction ends with a clear statement about the specific institution and program the writer is applying for.
The body or middle section (usually 2 paragraphs) of your statement should focus on your 1) intellectual experience with the field and 2) your ability to be successful in graduate school
Graduate school is extremely challenging—intellectually, emotionally, and financially.  The document conveys that the writer has the energy and perseverance to succeed through examples of accomplishments and/or challenges they’ve faced and how they’ve overcome those challenges.
Document provides relevant experiences as concrete support, all vividly illustrated through detail, dialogue, and/or imagery, then explains how each experience might inform the research the writer would like to pursue in their graduate studies.
The document, through its examples, shows the writer is familiar with the procedures and expectations of scholarship and professional training in their field by using the professional language of the field to describe their scholarly interests.
The document makes the writer’s research/academic plans clear
The qualities discussed in the document demonstrate the qualities of a graduate student:  motivated, flexible/adaptable, creative/independent thinker, mature and professional?
The statement should link the writer’s interests to the specific institution and possibly to a specific faculty member’s work.
The document speaks specifically about research interests the institution’s graduate program
The document mentions specific faculty whose work the writer may be interested in and why.
The statement should conclude with why the writer  would excel in their  studies, especially at the particular institution to which they are applying and how this program will help them in the future.
The writer describes what he or she would like to do after they receive a degree.
The writer explains how graduate study is an important step toward their professional plan?
Style/Tone/Mechanics
Writing is clear and concise, without unnecessary jargon. 
Writing does not use cliché’s and popular slang or collocations
Uses correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation.



