Workshop Packet Day 3
SOP Feedback:  Reinforcing the 6 principles
Below are samples taken from a few of statements that were chosen to make sure you are adhering to the 6 principles we’ve been focusing on. Complete each activity and we will go over them before moving on to abstracts.
[bookmark: _Hlk14267033]#1:  FOCUS ON THE READER’S NEEDS
The goal of the writer should be to help the reader understand the information quickly and easily at the technical level of knowledge of the reader, not the writer. What the writer writes is based on the needs of the reader. 
· What does the reader know?
· What does the reader NEED to know?
· What is the clearest and simplest way to get the information across to this particular audience?
Activity: Read the paragraph and complete the chart. 						
Professor Tan first offered me a chance to practice in this field. He admitted me to work in his 8-people team in July 2018 where I did a project called “cleaner combustion for Zhundong Coal”, which aims to find a new way to combust a special kind of coal more environmental-friendly. Firstly, I read about 50 references to choose additives from over 500 kinds; then I’m responsible for all the experiments needed to test the result. During this time, I learned to search for and organize useful articles, get along well with others, use experimental equipment and analyze the data we obtained. What’s more, as one of the team leaders, I participated in the “HONDA Energy-saving Car Competition” in October 2018. Through weight reduction and engine performance improvement we reduced oil-cost from xxL to yy L per km
	
	Yes
	Somewhat
	No

	Is there a topic sentence that states the main idea of the paragraph?
	
	
	

	Are there at least a few sentences that give reasons or explanations of the main point and provide context for the reader BEFORE giving the example.?
	
	
	

	Is there a specific example (anecdotal or from literature) that shows the writer’s point is true?
	
	
	

	Is there some commentary/discussion/analysis after the example explaining why the example was significant to the writer’s point?
	
	
	

	Is there a final sentence that draws a conclusion based on the information in the paragraph?
	
	
	

	Does the paragraph focus only on the point in the topic sentence?
	
	
	



1. What does this paragraph do well?




2. What revisions does this paragraph need?




[bookmark: _Hlk14267325]#2:  REDUCE WORDINESS AND BEAUTIFUL WORDS
Academic writers in North America usually state the point more directly with less wordiness and fancy words than in most other countries (unlike in poetry or literature). The beauty of writing is not more important than communicating directly.

Activity:  Reducing Wordiness 									
Rewrite the following to reduce the wordiness:
When it comes to future plans, I would say that I prefer to study into deeper areas and facilitate myself with stronger abilities and skills, and then I will be able to realize my personal value in future workplace, such as developing new products and resolving significant problems.

In the future, I hope my career could establish close ties to industry and promote the commercialization of artificial skin to improve the quality of our lives in artificial intelligence, internet of things and medical care. Tradition of collaboration, close ties to industry, and most esteemed Professor Arias and Professor Javey will profit me to conduct original research in flexible electronic and accomplish my career goal in artificial skin.

[bookmark: _Hlk14267828]#3:  PUT MAJOR POINTS FIRST AND EMPHASIZE KEY POINTS
One of the most common features of North American writing is this direct, up front approach. In contrast to the typical American style of academic writing, writing styles of other countries, like many Asian countries, can be compared to painting a picture. The picture (main idea) slowly emerges as more and more details are added. Finally, by the end of the essay, the full picture is revealed and the reader understands the overall picture.

Activities:  When details overwhelm the main point				 			
Read the paragraph below.  

Due to the high off-target effects of CRISPR, I introduced aptamer ribozyme with tetracycline as a ligand into the stem-loop structures of sgRNA of CRISPR system. Based on the sequence of the tetracycline aptamer ribozyme Tc40, we designed and synthesized the sgRNA backbone of the aptamer ribozyme at psition 1&2, named sgRNA-AZTc 2.0. Then we linked the sgRNA-AZTc 2.0 fragment into the expression vector pU6-sgRNA , replacing the original wild-type sgRNA backbone, and named it pU6-sgRNA-AZTc2.0. By querying the sequence of the targeted gene VEGFA, we designed a 20nt sgRNA target sequence targeting the gene of interest and synthesized the corresponding DNA sequence, which was amplified and ligated with the Bsal-digested vector pU6-sgRNA-AZTc 2.0. The obtained vector was named pU6-sgRNA-VEGFA-AZTc2.0, and the control vector obtained was pU6-sgRNA-VEGFA. pU6-sgRNA-VEGFA and pU6-sgRNA-VEGFA-AZTc2.0 were co-transfected into HEK293 cells with plasmid pCas9, respectively. Two groups of cells were treated with tetracycline (100μM) and no tetracycline-induced treatment and were harvested 48h later. Then the target sequence were amplified and digested to verify target efficiency. We compared the DNA bands of the experimental group and the control group. Although both of them had small bands after T7E1 digestion, the concentration of the small bands in the experimental group was significantly higher than that of the control group, which means that aptamer ribozyme have a significant effect in regulating the Cas9/sgRNA system to reduce its off-target rate.

We’ve discussed how important it is to be direct and help the reader through a piece of writing with emphasis on main points and use of transitions. 

1. What is the main point of this paragraph? 




2. What is the writer trying to emphasize?  





[bookmark: _Hlk14268414]#4 REDUCE HUMILITY, MODESTY, POLITENESS, AND ESTEEM
North American writing demonstrates a general lack of humility, especially compared to most Asian writers. Compared to many other cultures, American academic writing has an overall lack of polite phrases or words of flattery. Sentences of humility, modesty, politeness and esteem are seen as false praise and are not generally appreciated.
Activity												
Read the excerpts below. Consider where you might advise each writer to reduce humility, modesty, politeness and esteem.

1. I desire to be admitted as a Phd student working with the greatest minds in my field, especially with Dr. X, whose research focuses on social identity and social cognition. What I did in the past projects has a lot to do with Dr.X, and even some of my knowledge is based on his research papers. I’ve contacted him by email, and we had a pleasant and inspiring talk with each other about what we can collaborate on. This is why I choose your program. If admitted, I can see I would learn a lot from him, and learn more from the best partner.





2. Tradition of collaboration, close ties to industry, and most esteemed Professor Arias and Professor Javey will profit me to conduct original research in flexible electronic and accomplish my career goal in artificial skin. I hope that I could pursue my Ph.D. degree in EECS, UC Berkeley, and I have the confidence that I will never let you down. Thanks for your precise time.





[bookmark: _Hlk14272606]#5 WRITE SPECIFICALLY AND CONCRETELY

[bookmark: _Hlk14272596]Examples, analogies, and definitions are highly valued in North American scholarly writing. Clear examples and detailed explanations are used throughout a paper. When you are writing, think of ways you can illustrate with an example. State your point, use a transitional phrase like “for example,” then tell the audience how this example relates to your point. Even though the connections are clear to you, your readers want you to tell them that this is an example and exactly what part of the example relates to your point.

Activity 												

Read the paragraph below.  How would you advise this writer to write more concretely?

My interest in psychology originated from my observation and consideration of life, like why people intend to do some subtle actions unconsciously to express their thoughts or emotions, or how can animals master several complicated skills from social interactions, etc., which fostered my initial understanding of science. For example, it happens to me so much time that when someone else present around me I tend to do things worse than when absent. Sometimes it makes me embarrassed and I want to know why I would behave that way. Moreover, my resolutions lead me to pursue the reason behind psychological phenomena, I often think about how and why people interact with each other, with my knowledge and sometimes a little imagination. Everytime I think up an explanation of a question, I would eagerly tell it to people around, which pleases me a lot through this process.


[bookmark: _Hlk14272864]#6 SHOW CRITICAL THINKING
Original ideas and showing analysis of others’ ideas are highly appreciated. Americans believe that originality is extremely important--even to the point of critiquing the work of the “great masters.” Simply repeating the information does not show critical thinking. The focus of the paper must be on your original solution and recommendation or analysis of the situation.
Activity 											
Read both paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.
1. I wish I can get the opportunity to join Professor Anh-Vu Pham’s research program about sensor technologies, which I think is suitable for me. And I am confident that I will be capable to contribute to the team. I am looking forward to studying electrical and computer engineering in the future, entering technology company such as Huawei, and dedicating myself to jobs of this field. Graduate study constitutes a stepping stone to my professional plan since it help me enhance my abilities and know-hows so that I can be competent for more complicated and challenging tasks in the future.
2. When getting into my Phd study, I am looking forward to continue focusing on numerical and interdisciplinary works. Thus I would be very interested in working with Professor Ralph C. Aldredge, who mainly works on vascular blood flow and reacting gaseous mixtures (flame propagation). Although I do not have much experience on experimental projects, Professor Vinod Narayanan’s work on micro scale heat transfer and phase change heat transfer also attracts me a lot. This is not only because I have attended in corresponding courses like heat exchanger design, but also because his research covers critical aspects in increasing energy efficiency and reducing CO2 emission.

Which do you think better demonstrates critical thinking?  Why?  How would you improve the weaker one?



Editing Your Writing
You can find the guide to my grammar marks on the website; however, there are a few very general pieces of advice here for the statement of purpose:

Don’t confuse British English with American English
I have learned   NOT   	I have learnt
Behavior	NOT 	behaviour
Comma splices are not acceptable here, but are in BE

Watch sentenced structure:  This is all, incorrectly, one sentence:

More importantly, during this program I got familiar with the faculty of  the MAE MS Program, the work done by people in the department interests me a lot, among them, the two people whose work appeals to me the most are Jean-Pierre Delplanque and Ralph C.Aldredge, both of them are interested in fluid mechanics and the former one mainly focuses on microscale heat transfer, which has been an interest of mine for a long time but I still haven’t gotten chance to do work in, the latter’s research focus on combustion which is my major at my undergraduate school and I’m willing to expand my knowledge in this area.



Abstracts
According to Swales and Feak, regardless of the type of summary writing you do, “. . . you use the work of others to add credibility to your claims and you have an opportunity to display your understanding of the work in your field.”
Some of the most common contexts for summary writing in academia are:
· Writing a review of the literature
· Writing a proposal 
· Writing an abstract for a research article
An abstract is a short summary of your completed research. If done well, it makes the reader want to learn more about your research. These are the basic components of an abstract in any discipline:
According to Huckin (2001), JA abstracts have at least four distinguishable functions[footnoteRef:1]: [1:  Feak, Christine B. and Swales, John M. Journal Article Abstracts. University of Michigan, Ann Arbor Michigan ] 

1. They function as stand-alone mini-texts, giving readers a short summary of a study’s topic, methodology and main findings;
2. They function as screening devices, helping readers decide whether they wish to read the whole article or not;
3. They function as previews for readers intending to read the whole article, giving them a road-map for their reading;
4. They provide indexing help for professional abstract writers and editors. 
5. In addition, there are suggestions, at least in the medical literature, (e.g. Bordage & McGaghie(2001)) that they provide reviewers with an immediate oversight of the paper they have been asked to review.
Structure of Abstracts
The structure of abstracts can be described as a set of MOVES because each piece quickly moves the reader from one point to the next. (Note, in some disciplines, writers do not distinguish between moves 4 and 5).
Move 1:  Background/introduction/situation 
Implied question: What do we know about the topic?
Move 2 : Present research/purpose 
Implied question: What is this study about?
Move 3 : Methods/materials/subjects/procedures 
Implied question: How was it done?
Move 4 : Results/findings 
Implied question: What was discovered?
Move 5 : Discussion/conclusion/significance 
Implied question: What do the findings mean?

[bookmark: _Hlk14699733]Activity												
Read the abstract below and answer the questions that follow:
Many scholars claim that democracy improves the welfare of the poor. This article uses data on infant and child mortality to challenge this claim. Cross-national studies tend to exclude from their samples non-democratic states that have performed well; this leads to the mistaken inference that non-democracies have worse records than democracies. Once these and other flaws are corrected, democracy has little or no effect on infant and child mortality rates. Democracies spend more money on education and health than nondemocracies, but these benefits seem to accrue to middle- and upper-income groups.
1. What field, or discourse community, does this abstract come from?
a) Epidemiology
b) political science
c) social work
d) contemporary world history

2. Librarians and information scientists traditionally divide abstracts into two types:
a. Informative abstracts summarize the main findings, and probably have a background statement, and possibly something about methods.
b. Indicative/descriptive abstracts lay out what will be done in the accompanying paper in the same way as a Table of Contents indicates what a book will cover
Is this abstract indicative or informative?  							
3. What is the main tense used in this abstract? Why is this tense used? Look at your three sample abstracts. What tense is typical in your field?




4. Does the abstract author or authors use “I” or “we”? Look at your three sample abstracts. What is typical in your field?

5. In the above abstract there is a single “self-referring” or “metadiscoursal” expression. These types of expressions help guide the reader through the information. In this case “this article” in Sentence 2. 

Are metadiscoursal expressions used in abstracts in your field? What metadiscoursal expressions are used in your sample abstracts?
Are acronyms/abbreviations used in the example abstract? In your samples, do they occur? And if so, of what kind?

In the sample abstract, how many moves can you find and what are they? Label them in the sample by color.
Move 1:  Background/introduction/situation
Implied question: What do we know about the topic?
Move 2 : Present research/purpose
Implied question: What is this study about?
Move 3 : Methods/materials/subjects/procedures
Implied question: How was it done?
Move 4 : Results/findings
Implied question: What was discovered?
Move 5 : Discussion/conclusion/significance
Implied question: What do the findings mean?

Activity												
Copy/past the three abstracts you typed into your google drive below.  For each one, label each move by color.  You should do this for all three.
Move 1:  Background/introduction/situation
Implied question: What do we know about the topic?
Move 2 : Present research/purpose
Implied question: What is this study about?
Move 3 : Methods/materials/subjects/procedures
Implied question: How was it done?
Move 4 : Results/findings
Implied question: What was discovered?
Move 5 : Discussion/conclusion/significance
Implied question: What do the findings mean?

Abstract 1: 





Abstract 2:





Abstract 3: 





Activity 												
[bookmark: _GoBack]Now, write an ABSTRACT for the work you have been doing in your lab research for GREAT. Include all 5 moves and do not exceed 150 words.  If you have not completed your lab work, please note you have not finished; however, if you have reached conclusions, include all moved.




This packet must be moved into your folder. There is not homework, but the Abstract Activities must be completed by the end of class. 
