Practice Peer Review Assignment
Practice Peer Review:  Sample Statement of Purpose
Directions: Read through the statement below. We have discussed the 6 principles of academic writing. Answer the questions below based on these principles. This homework will provide review of the principles of graduate writing, as well as practice for the peer review you will have in class next time. Because this is an authentic statement, names have been redacted. 

After one year's work experience as a research technician at [redacted], one of the US's leading research institutes, I want to return to academic study and undertake graduate studies in Cell Biology and Molecular Genetics at the University of [redacted].

After graduating with a first-class degree from [redacted], University of [redacted], I felt I should gain some practical experience working in a research environment to gain first-hand knowledge of what the life of a research scientist entails. I have loved every minute of my work: especially the opportunity to participate in cutting-edge projects and discuss ideas with senior biologists. I soon realized that, although I enjoy handling the complex equipment and processing the results, I am not going to be satisfied with carrying out routine procedures under the direction of others. I want to be part of the team that directs the course of the project. My senior colleagues have encouraged my ambition and feel that I have the potential for graduate studies.

My love of biology started in high school. We had a young and enthusiastic teacher, Mrs [redacted], who took us on field trips and visits. She made sure we did as much practical work as was feasible, and demonstrated experiments that we hadn't the equipment or time to do ourselves. She also encouraged us to read. I remember the impact reading Maynard Smith's The Theory of Evolution had on me: I wanted to be able to explain such important ideas as clearly as he did. Quite naturally my first thoughts about a future career tended towards teaching. I wanted to be another Mrs [redacted].

At undergraduate level, my interests became more focused. Although physiology and ecology came easy to me, it was biochemistry and cell biology that really captured my interest. We were fortunate to have good laboratories and excellent professors. I found that cell biology was an interdisciplinary undertaking: today you need a foundation in chemistry, physics and even IT to be at the forefront in this subject. This interdisciplinary aspect of the subject suits my abilities well. I have always performed well in all science subjects and find it challenging to apply the knowledge to practical problems. For this reason, I chose to undertake a project in my final year on the behavior of protein molecules in high energy fields at [redacted]. The scientists at [redacted] were impressed with my practical skills and were happy to give me a recommendation that led to my present job.

Many people have asked me why I did not proceed directly to graduate studies after graduating. The answer is that I wanted to make sure that I had chosen the right subject and the right place before embarking on a course of study that would involve many years of my life. The one-year gap has also given me time to work with the local Natural History Society: we take families on Sunday trips to the nearby National Park to help create awareness about environmental issues. I have also been a member and organizer of the [redacted] Film Society: we watch and discuss films from all over the world. I am looking forward to furthering my interest in film in the [redacted] Film club, at your university, and I also hope to use my passion for teaching in the [redacted] Social Outreach program.

In selecting the University of [redacted] I have been influenced by the way your world-renowned research program addresses biological questions at the levels of molecule, gene and cell. I am particularly looking forward to such inspirational courses as Developmental Biology and Bioinformatics. I am also excited to interact with most esteemed Professors [redacted] and [redacted] whose work is closest to what I want to pursue for the original research component of the MS degree. I have been corresponding with [redacted], a current student, from whom I have learned about the collaborative environment at [redacted] where I will interact with talented students, teachers and industry professionals. I believe that I will be able to contribute to and learn from the academically challenging environment at the University of [redacted]. (682 words)
#1:  FOCUS ON THE READER’S NEEDS
What the writer writes is bas
ed on the needs of the reader. The readers of a statement of purpose have very specific expectations. The chart below lists these criteria based on these expectations. Answer the questions by choose, YES if the SOP completely fulfils the reader’s criteria, SOMEWHAT if it does a little bit, but could be improved, and NO if the criteria has not at all been fulfilled. 
	Criteria
	Yes
	Somewhat
	No

	Introduction

	Does the document begin with a statement demonstrating intellectual passion for the field—what thrills or excites the writer about the research they’ve done or would like to do?
	
	
	

	Does the introduction provide a BRIEF anecdote that illustrates what sparked and sustains the writer’s passion for the field?
	
	
	

	Does the introduction end with a clear statement about the specific institution and program the writer is applying for?
	
	
	

	First Part of Body - focused on your 1) intellectual experience with the field and 2) your ability to be successful in graduate school

	Does the document convey that the writer has the energy and perseverance to succeed through examples of accomplishments and/or challenges they’ve faced and how they’ve overcome those challenges?
	
	
	

	Does the document provide relevant experiences as concrete support, all vividly illustrated through detail, dialogue, and/or imagery, then explain how each experience might inform the research the writer would like to pursue in their graduate studies?
	
	
	

	Does the document, through its examples, show the writer is familiar with the procedures and expectations of scholarship and professional training in their field by using the professional language of the field to describe their scholarly interests?
	
	
	

	Does the document make the writer’s research/academic plans clear?
	
	
	

	Do the qualities discussed in the document demonstrate the qualities of a graduate student: motivated, flexible/adaptable, creative/independent thinker, mature and professional? (Note, the writer should not say they are those things, but focus on a few experiences that SHOW these qualities.)
	
	
	

	Second Part of Body: links the writer’s interests to the specific institution and possibly to a specific faculty member’s work.

	Does the document specifically about research interests the institution’s graduate program?
	
	
	

	Does the document mention specific faculty whose work the writer may be interested in and why?
	
	
	

	Conclusion:  summarizes why the writer  would excel in their studies, especially at the particular institution to which they are applying, and how this program will help them in the future.

	The writer describes what he or she would like to do after they receive a degree.
	
	
	

	The writer explains how graduate study is an important step toward their professional plan?
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1. Based on what we’ve discussed and the questions above, what do you think are the STRENGTHS of this statement? Think about what your answered YES to. What expectations for a statement of purpose were fulfilled?








2.  What do you think the weaknesses are?  In other words, what did you answer SOMEWHAT or NO to that you think needs to be improved?  Include brief advice you would give to the student.






#2:  REDUCE WORDINESS AND BEAUTIFUL WORDS
Academic writers in North America usually state the point more directly with less wordiness and fancy words than in most other countries (unlike in poetry or literature). The beauty of writing is not more important than communicating directly.  Write 1 or 2 sentences below that are wordy. Then, reduce wordiness as we did in class to make them more direct.
Sentence(s):



Revised sentence(s):




#3:  PUT MAJOR POINTS FIRST AND EMPHASIZE KEY POINTS
One of the most common features of North American writing is this direct, up front approach. Topic sentences reflect the general point of the whole paragraph.  
· Would you say the topic sentences state the main point of each paragraph? 
· Does each paragraph make a DIFFERENT point?
· Choose ONE topic sentence, reread the paragraph, and try to revise it so it better represents the main idea of the paragraph.

After graduating with a first-class degree from [redacted], University of [redacted], I felt I should gain some practical experience working in a research environment to gain first-hand knowledge of what the life of a research scientist entails. 
My love of biology started in high school.
At undergraduate level, my interests became more focused. 
Many people have asked me why I did not proceed directly to graduate studies after graduating. 
In selecting the University of [redacted] I have been influenced by the way your research program addresses biological questions at the levels of molecule, gene and cell. 
Topic sentence:






Revised topic sentence:






#4 REDUCE HUMILITY, MODESTY, POLITENESS, AND ESTEEM
North American writing demonstrates a general lack of humility, especially compared to most Asian writers. Compared to many other cultures, American academic writing has an overall lack of polite phrases or words of flattery.

Can you find any sentences that seem to be excessive in politeness? If so, type it below and revise it to be less humble, but still respectful.

Sentence: 






Revision:







#5 WRITE SPECIFICALLY AND CONCRETELY
Examples, analogies, and definitions are highly valued in North American scholarly writing. Clear examples and detailed explanations are used throughout a paper. State your point, use a transitional phrase like “for example,” then tell the audience how this example relates to your point.

Choose one of the examples the writer uses and copy/paste it below. As the reader, do you feel there is enough specific information so you can see how relevant the example is? What else would you ask the writer about this example to make it more clear? Write 1-2 questions below.

Example from text:






Questions I need answered for the example to make sense:






#6 SHOW CRITICAL THINKING
Original ideas and showing analysis of others’ ideas are highly appreciated. One way to demonstrate original thinking in a personal statement is to match the writer’s qualities and experience with the program.  Copy/paste a passage that shows the writer’s original thinking about how they fit into the program.  Or, copy/paste a passage that you think COULD BE a good opportunity for the writer to show this connection, and make suggestions about how it would demonstrate the writer’s analysis of the program and their skills/experience.
